Water-Supply IB Major Bullets

· The weather across most of BC has shifted to a seasonally normal fall pattern of occasional precipitation and cool temperatures.

· Following the generally drier than normal July and August in the south and central Interior, precipitation during September and the 1st week of October has been generally near normal in the Interior, and somewhat greater than normal across Vancouver Island and the coast.

· Streamflow conditions across the province are variable.  

· In general, rivers in northern portions of the province (Skeena, Nass, Nechako, Peace, Liard, etc.) have above-normal discharge for the date.  This is, in part, related to the record or near-record snowpacks that accumulated in those areas last winter.

· Rivers in southern portions of the Interior (Thompson, Nicola, Okanagan, Kootenay, Similkameen) have below normal discharge for the date.  In most cases, rivers are near a level they’d experience approximately one year in 5.
· A couple of rivers are notably low, including the Nicola River above Nicola Lake, Kettle River at Grand Forks and the Tulameen River at Princeton.  They are at levels they’d experience approximately one year in 10.

· The cooler weather and reduced hours of daylight of autumn has resulted in reduced evaporation loss of water, allowing river flow conditions to stabilize.  And, rainfall along the South Coast and south and central Interior has improved streamflow conditions in those areas.  Also, snow is beginning to accumulate in the mountains.  

· As a result, we do not anticipate the development of significant water-supply issues in B.C. for the remainder of the fall season.
La Nina

· Climatologists with Environment Canada and NOAA in the USA have indicated that British Columbia is now being affected by La Nina conditions.  The La Nina is related to ocean temperatures in the south and central Pacific Ocean, and the effect of those ocean temperatures on weather patterns across western North America  

· In general, during La Nina winters there is a tendency for precipitation in B.C. to be greater than normal, and a possible tendency for temperatures to be slightly cooler than normal.  

· As a result, we may expect to see above-normal snow accumulations in some portions of the province this winter.

· There is no relationship evident that links La Nina conditions to storm rainfall (such as effects the coast during the Oct-Jan period)

